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Honorable Mayor Craig Covey 
Honorable City Council Members 
 

Dear Members, 

For the 14th ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀǎ CŜǊƴŘŀƭŜΩǎ /ƘƛŜŦ ƻŦ tƻƭƛŎŜΣ L ŀƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊoduce our 
Annual Report for the year ending 2008, with this traditional letter.  As always, it demonstrates the 
activities and successes of a proud organization that is strongly recognized as the best medium sized 
police department in our region of the country. 

¢ƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ άaƛŘǿŜǎǘΩǎ CƛƴŜǎǘέ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŘ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƎƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ 
ōȅ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ 
ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ άƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƘŀt the F.P.D. has initiated through the years.  As interesting as 
these programs are, the common thread from the beginning has been our reliance on the support of an 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ άŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊǎέ ŀƴŘΣ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƻŦ ƻur elected 
officials and government partners to recognize our essential mission and to provide the necessary assets 
to make ours a success.  We are pleased to be on the point of this triad and to meet the challenges that 
we are expected to overcome. 

The front line of our mission is, of course, staffed by our people, the most critical element of success.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŘŜǾƻǘŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
women of the Ferndale P.D.  It is yet another example of an unmatched degree of scholastic 
achievement in an organization that strives to reach for any and all information that might make us 
more professional in a dynamic environment.  We remain the only Department around that insists that 
every command officer becomes a graduate of the Northwestern University School of Police Staff and 
Command which we will achieve again, in very short order. 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƭƛǘŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 
events during a very busy time, some budgetary facts are also displayed.  We believe that in these 
tumultuous financial times it is noteworthy that not only are we achieving our mission but we are doing 
it within our budget, indeed less than, as a result of an acute sense of vigilance regarding our bottom 
lines.  After all, government is a series of partnerships and the F.P.D. will always endeavor to meet the 
requirements and to foster the relationships that effective partnerships demand. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Michael P. Kitchen 
Chief of Police  
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HISTORY 
  

The Ferndale Police Department was established 

on April 29, 1918.  The original force consisted of 

one Marshall who patrolled the small rural village.  

In 1919 the department grew by three deputies as 

the Marshall needed additional manpower for the 

period of the Michigan State Fair that is located 

just to the south of Ferndale.  Over the last 90 

years the department has grown to a force of 48 

men and women, many of whom have strong ties 

to the community.  The police department has 

been quartered in two different locations over the years:  a location at East Nine Mile and 

Woodward (at right) as well as the current location at 310 East Nine Mile. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфнлΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ 

different types of traffic control systems.  The city 

ƻŦ CŜǊƴŘŀƭŜ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿΩǎ ƴŜǎǘΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ 

be known, that was being tested at Woodward and 

Grand Boulevard in the city of Detroit.  The city 

pǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿΩǎ ƴŜǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

was so narrow that it was believed that if an officer 

was to attempt to direct traffic from the pavement 

he would surely be struck by one of the passing 

ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎǊƻǿΩǎ ƴŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŜǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

intersection of Woodward and Nine Mile and 

served as the traffic control device for several years. 

Recently, members of the community sought to 

ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿΩǎ ƴŜǎǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  !ƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ǿŀǎ 

ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿΩs nest and a 

statue of a police officer to man it.  The project 

was completed in 2007 and sits in the 

intersection of Woodward and Nine Mile.  
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Prohibition was the period from 1920 to 

1933, during which the sale, manufacture, 

and transportation of alcohol for 

consumption were banned nationally as 

mandated in the Eighteenth Amendment to 

the United States Constitution.  At right, is a 

picture of unnamed Ferndale police officers 

standing in front of the police station at East 

Nine Mile and Woodward after making a 

seizure of illegal liquor. 

 

 

 

 

 

During the sixties and seventies, the Ferndale 

Police Department garnered national attention 

ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎΩ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ 

enforcement and crime prevention.  Lieutenant 

Albert Gertley (pictured at left) created a public 

awareness program that used national brand 

spokespersons as well as nationally known 

television personalities to encourage residents to 

report crime and suspicious persons.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


